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Not guilty, says Soprano

Actor, 16, denies any role in upper East Side holdup

By JENMIFER WEIL, DONNA PETROZZELLO and ALICE McQUILLAN
DaXY HEWS WRITERS .

friend and a colleague. If he
says he didn't rob anybody, then
he didn't. It's as simple as that

Tler backed up the actor’s story
yesterday. Alban Selimaj, 18, of
Manhattan, who also professed

to shift blame for the ctime to 11-
er's  co-defendant, Michael
Cournede, 19, of Queens, Attor-

The young actor who plays the troubled son of TV for me." his innocence, told The News hey Steven Mintz said the actor
Mafia don Tony Soprano said yesterday he was  HBO spokeswoman Tobe thatller *had nothing to do with  barely knew Cournede, having
wrongly arrested for robbery, telling the Daily News, Becker sald, “We loak forward  the robbery." met him only two weeks ago.

to Robert joining us when ‘The  “Three of my buddies stopped _ Cournede was still in jaif yes-

*“I was just In the wrong place at
the wrong time.”

Actor Robert Dler, 16, denied
any role In taking $40 from two
teenagers on an upper East Side
street Wednesday night.

Reached by phone at his fa-

gree robbery for allegedly tak-
ing money from two other
youths at York Ave. and 74th St.
after they were threatened with
the words: "You want to dle?”
Actor James Gandolfinl, Oer's
ficdional mob dad, and other

Sopranos’ resumes production
in the fall.”

ller, whose TV character Al
Sopranc is a kid sliding fast into
juvenile delinquency, said later
in a written statement that he
was “terribly embarrassed,” by

behind whlle Robby walked
ahead talking to a girl * sald Seli-
maj, of Manhattan. “He didn't re-
alize what had happened until
the cops plcked us up.”

“I don"i know why the media
is saying he robbed these ldds

kerday unable to raise the
$2,500

But at the apartment he
shares with several roommates
in Corona, Queens, his pals said
he was getting a bum rap.

One man who sald he was
Coumede’s “best friend” Insist-

ther’s home In Reckland Coun-  'Sopranocs” cast members  the arrest. he doesn't need the money” i i
ty, ller blamed the media for phoned ller today with wordsof  “Inever, everwould or did rab  sald Selimaj. *They are making Eif,‘:.ge[‘lje; v:sa'sr::nﬁ‘: n:; Talst:
blawing the case out of propor-  support, sald the teenager's man- anybody in my life,” Her said. "I It much bigger than it really gy

tion. He said he was doing *bet-  ager, Jeff Mitchell, know that the events of the past  was.” “He's a movie star, and he's

ter than last night, I guess,” re-
ferring to his overnight day in
ai],

jail,
- ler and three other teens
were charged with second-de-

“Robert is a really great kid,
I'd be proud to have him as my
son,” sald David Chase, creator
and executive producer of the
HBO series. "As it is, he's a

36 hours have been extremely
difficult for my family and
friends, and for that [ am deeply
apologetic.”

One of the teens arrested with

’ y AP
LARYCINZIEY Actor Robert ler, 16, who plays AJ, Soprano on TV, Is taken from Criminal Court
Wednesday night. He was charged with robbery of two tesnagers on upper East Side,

A

{ler also was caught carrying a
bag of marijuana and a pipe to
smoke it, said police,

After Der's arrest on Wednes-
day, his defense lawyer sought

trying to pin this on my best

friend,” the 20-year-old fumed.
“That kid Rob s no angel.”

‘With Maki Becker

and Yael Kohen

Let’s not judge
a TV character

mericans have come to

know Anthony Soprano Jr.

retty well since he first ap-

peared in public in January
1889,

He's the younger of two chil-

dren and the only son of Carme-

them a juvenile, were arrested
in the early minutes of the
Fourth of July In the tony upper
East Side neighborhood where
Iler lives with his mother. All
four were charged with two
counts of robbery for allegedly

!a and Anthony Soprano Sr, 8 taking $40 by force from twao oth-
mid-level organized-crime boss, er teenagers. ler also was
Al,asthe 16-year-old Is called, charged with possession of mari-
enjoys the privileges of upper- juana and drug paraphemalia,
middle class life in the northern  He pleaded not guilty.

New Jersey sub- Because this
urbs. He has dumb  alleged
started  getting conduct seems
into trouble at so much like
school and at something AJ.
home,  Under would do on the
siress, he suf- show — and be-
fers panic at- cause “The So-
tacks and faint- pranos”  has
ing spells. And been so success-

NN he is nol very
bright.

Bul the most important thing
we know aboul Anthony Sopra-
ne Jr. {s this: He doesn't exdst,
He is a fictonal character In a
TV series made up by a wrlter
sitting at a computer keyboard.

That little detail may be worth
keeping in mind as a real-life,
16-year-old actor named Robert
er makes his way through the
crimlnal justice system of New
York City.

We know very little about ler,
We know he was talented and
lucky enough to get a job play-
Ing A J. Soprana in HBQ's *The
Sopranos.” We lu‘liuw that, on
sereen, he says and does r.hi.ngs
written and devised for him by
writers, producers and diree-
tors.

And we know that ller and
three other teenagers, one of

ful &l creating a
beltevable reatity — it's tempt-
Ing te blur the distinction be-
tween the two.

But that would be equally
dumb.

The cold truth Is, nothing the
fictional AJ. does matters, bt af-
fecls ne one, hurts no one,

ar%es nothing in the real
waorl

hat the very real Robert
ller does, on the other
hand, matters a great

deal — to himself, his family,
friends, professional assoclates
and to the other real people he
encounters in the course of |iv-
Ing a real life,

I we fall to maintain the sepa-
ration between actor and charac-
ter, we trivialize the reality of Il-
er's actlons and their conse-
quences, Isn't that exactly what
we blame TV for doing?
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